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ELA
Mrs. Coleman
English Language Arts (ELA) is the study of skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  This course will foster students’ ability to read critically, write effectively, and communicate efficiently.  During the year, we will be working hard to ensure that you grow stronger as readers and writers.  

Some tips that will help you to be a successful learner in my class are:

· Always come to class prepared

· Complete and turn in assignments on time

· Listen well and participate in class discussions

· Don’t be afraid to ask questions

· Don’t be afraid to make mistakes
· Always try your hardest

· Treat other how you want to be treated

SUPPLIES –

Supplies needed for most classes: 
3 ring binder








notebook paper








pencil

Additional supplies specific to ELA: 
2 composition notebooks 







a multi pack of sticky notes (1 ½ x 2 or 3 x 3)

Helpful but not required: 


highlighters – 5 colors







1 box of Kleenex
**We will begin using our notebooks on Thursday, Aug. 28.  The rest of the supplies are  
needed by Tuesday, Sept 2nd.  
INDEPENDENT READING

We will be reading in class daily.  You are expected to come to class each day with your book and reading journal.  

EXTRA HELP 


I am available for extra help during lunch or after school.  Come see me anytime you need help or have questions.  

ABSENCES 


When you are absent, it is up to you to find out what you missed and get the necessary work.  Please check my planner and the handout bin.  
LATE WORK


All work is expected to be submitted on time.  Late work interferes with learning for both you and the class.  Late work will only be accepted at the teacher’s discretion.  Late or missing work may result in being assigned to Homework Room after school. 
GRADING

Class work and assignments will be divided into two categories, assignments and assessments.  They will be weighted as varying percentages in the calculation of quarter grades.  Semester grades will be calculated using the average of the two quarter grades. The standard grading scale will be used.  
EXTRA CREDIT


I do not offer extra credit.  At my discretion, opportunities may be given to re-do class work.  Redo tests will need to be completed at lunch or after school.
COMMUNICATION

There are many ways to communicate with me.  I can be reached by e-mail at kim.coleman@ksd.org or at 222-6600.  I check email throughout the day, and try to return phone calls in the afternoon.  I am regularly available to meet after school until 3:00.  I ask that all conferences include the student. 
Parents, please contact me if you have questions or concerns or any other information that would help me as your child’s ELA teacher.  
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